A Brief History . . . by John Nugent
Our Lady of the Assumption Parish

The parish of Our Lady of the Assumption
came about from the merger of two exist—
ing missions in1951. One was the relative—
ly new mission "Our Lady of Mount Carmel "
at Tapleytown the otherthe very old St.
Joseph's inBinbrook. The central location
for this new parishat #20 and #53 Highways
was on 4 acres of land purchased from the
farm of William Corrigan, a long-time
farmer and Catholic in this small hamlet
of Elfrida.

St. Joseph's in Binbrook was erected in
the existing cemeterytwomiles eastof the
village in 1844 by Irish settlers who came
to the area during the Irish famine of the
'40's. The land was given by Hugh Duffy
on whose farm it was located, and the first
mass was celebrated by Bishop Farrell.
The church, serving the small Catholic
population from Smithville west to Cale-—
donia, was considered the oldest Catholic
Church inthe County of Wentworth and pos—
sibly in the Diocese of Hamilton. The
small frame building held only eighty
people and was heated by a cast—-ironstove,
it had no electricity until 1960. However,
the statues of St. Joseph and Our Lady of
Perpetual Help witnhessed a lively faith in
the small community of approximately
thirty families. Painting bees kept the
building gleaming and seasonal decorations
were always in place. Many interesting
anecdotes canbe recalled. One of the more
amusing is of Father Flaherty, a large
genial man, who, when appointed in 1962,
made it necessary to reinforce the centre
aisle.
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Although there was no danger, the large
hand hewn timber through the centre of
the building had a decided bounce causing
soot to drift down from the stove pipes
when the new pastor "lumbered”" up the
aisle for mass.
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Priests for this mission came over the
years from a number of churches. Until
1856 this was part of TorontoArchdiocese.
After the formation of the Hamilton Diocese
in 1856, St. Mary's, Hamilton, served the
needs of St. Joseph's. For a short period
in 1875, the bishopturned this responsibil—
ity back to Toronto Archdiocese and a priest
came in from Smithville. In 1877 St. Pat—
rick's Hamilton and in 1922 Sacred Heart
sent priests. At unspecified periods, help
also came from Caledonia. In 1951 it be=
came part of the new parishcentred at El-
frida. Since this was a time of population
growth the little church saw large crowds.
1In Marchof 1964 a violent wind storm rip—
ped off half the roof, depositing it over the
rows of gravestones. Since thp remainder
was in poor condition and would have been
expensive to repair it was felt by the par—
ishioners that now would be the time to
centralize the parish buildings at Elfrida.
Bishop Joseph F. Ryan concurred in this
decision. St. Joseph's was taken down and
used by the VanderZanden family.

InJune of 1946, after doing a census of the
Catholic families in the new St. Francis
Xavier parishinFruitland, Father Patrick
Bodendistel reported to Bishop Ryan that
there were twenty—five families living above
the mountain in widely scatteredareas. A
decision tobuilda chapel onMud Street,one
half mile east of Tapleytown was made.
This would serve an expected developing
population inthe areabetween#20 Highway
and Lincoln Line and #20 Highway on the
south and the brow. The opening of this
small mission, using parts of aWorld War
11 wooden barrack, was on Sunday, Decem=-
ber 18, 1949,

On the 5th of July 1951, Bishop Ryan offic—
ially established the new parish of Our Lady
of the Assumption. The Sacred Heart Fath—
ers, a community from Holland, accepted
the invitation to staff the new enterprise
and Father James Dedonge, S.C.J. was
nominated as the founding pastor. Father
Dedonge, who had served as a military
chaplain in Indonesia, offered his first mass
as pastor on July 7, 1951, He lived for a
short time in Caledonia and then boarded
with the Corrigan family. In 1952, a cot-
tage belonging to Father Joseph McCowell
at Holy Family Camp, on the lake at Fruit—

land, was moved to Elfrida and renovated.
Several months later, and before the pastor
could move in, the rectory was destroyed
by fire. Aided by funds from other parish-
esand the Diocesan C.W. L.., &new rectory
was erected and opened on September 26,
1953, Occasionally mass was held in the
basement of this house and social affairs
were also enjoyed by the small parishfam-—
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The Chapel was moved to Elfrida,and bles—
sed in a private ceremony on January 13,
1956, by the then Chancellor of the Diocese,
our present Bishop, Paul F. Reding. A
number of parishioners laid the foundations
for this churchand considerable alterations
were made over the next ten years tobeau-
tify and make the church more convenient.
The rough benches were replaced, a new
"used" organ purchased, a kitchen put into
the basementand hardwood floors laid. The
parish was growing and a number of social
events, dances,’ suppers,-etc., began to
bring in some funds. For six years an
"Apple Festival' bazaar held inthe old par-
ish hall of St. Ann's Hamilton assisted
greatly. Father Hill celebrated mass every
day in Lent in St. Patrick Church in Ham-
ilton and brought the collection back to the
parish. Gradually the influx of new par-
ishioners aided the financial scene greatly.
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In the early years of the parish there was
no separate school and the Sisters of Lor-
etto in Hamilton, under the capable direc—
tion of Mother Joachim, carried on a cor—
respondence course in religion with the
children of the parish. Father DeJonge
drove some of the children mornings and
afternoons to a bus at the top of the Twenty
Mountain for transportation to St. Francis
Xavier. Eventually the Sisters of St. Jos—
eph (Sr.Martina and others)drove out and
conducted catechism classes inthe rectory
and church basement.
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Father William Flaherty was appointed with
a mandate tobuild a school and aftera great
number of meetings, the necessary five
school boards were set up. Since the par—
ish straddled a number of townships, leg—
ally a school board for Saltfleet, Binbrook,
Glanford and that portion of Hamilton af—
fectea were needed. These boards bought
services from the central board. Operat—
ing this "octopus " was Father Flaherty, his
school board Secretary, Celestine Nugent,
and elected trustees. The school, which
was designed by architect Michael Torsney,
was officially opened by Right Rev. J. A.
O'Brian, Vicar General of the Diocese on
December 9, 1962, This building, central
tothe parish, probably encouraged a Cath-
olic influx and an addition was constructed
several years later. In 1969 with the amal-
gamation of Ontario school districts, our
school was taken in by the Hamilton-Went—
worth Catholic Separ‘ateaschool Board, In
1976 ,withthe growth of the satellite city, St.
James was built. Principals in our schools
since 1962 are:

Assumption: Sister M. Perpetua,C.S.J.,
Sister M. Lucy, C.S.J., Mr. T. Mancini,
Miss Mary C. Duffy, Mr. Ken Barrett.
St. James: Mr. J. Antolich, Mr. Ed Saf-
ranyos.

Since the church building was considered
inadequate to the needs of the growing com-
munity, a building committee, composed
of Father Sheridan, John Hadfield, Don
Burden, Carl Besseling, Albert Gris,John
Minchin, John Nugent, Ted Wichers and
Tom Flanagan,was set up to study the pres—
ent situation and its future expectations.
This study resulted in the appointment of
Michael Torsney in 1968 as the architect
for the new church. Foremostamong their
considerations was the need tobuilda com-
munity church that was not only visually
pleasing, reasonable in price but conducive
tothe closeness needed for the new liturgy
now making its appearance after the chang—
es of VaticanIl. The complete church cost
$226,460.00. The building contract was
awarded to Allard Construction of Bin-—
brook. The last mass was said in the old
church on Sunday, April 6, 1969. The

building was demolished and construction
started on the new building. Mass was
celebrated fora period of time inthe school
auditorium. Bishop Ryan presided at the
blessing and laying of the cornerstone on
September 28, 1969. Dedication and Sol-
emnBlessingtook place February 15,1970,

Since 1951 the pastors fo Assumption Par—
ish have seen and aided in considerable
change.

Rev. James DeJonge, 1951-56 — Founder
of the parish, he worked against great odds
to construct both a rectory and a church
and to bring together the scattered ele-
ments of the parish — the old families as
wellas the new immigrants tothe country.
Father is presently living at the Sacred
Heart Seminary in Delaware, Ontario.

Rev. T. H. Hill,1956-62 —1n spite of poor
health, Father Hill greatly improved the
spiritual as well as the financial situation.
Well liked, the parishioners were sorry
to see him transferred to Elora in 1962
where he died soon after. He is buried in
Elora.

Rev. J. William Flaherty, 1962-69 — Af—
fable and well liked,this big~hearted priest
was instrumental in seeing the Assumption
school erected. It was duringhis time and
Father Hill's that a strong C.W.L.. was
formedas well as an active men's associ-
ation "The Holy Name Society". Father
was transferred to St. Andrew's in Oak-
ville and is presently living in Hamilton.

Rev. Kevin Sheridan, 1969-75 -~ Father
Sheridan saw the addition to Assumption
school and its inception into the county
system. He was instrumental in the build—
ing of the new church. On his 25th Anniver—
sary the parish had a community party and
subscribed to his trip to Europe. He was
moved to Sacred Heart parish where he is
still pastor.

Rev. Raymond King, 1975-77 - Pastor for
two years,is now Co—-pastor at St. Basil's
in Brantford.

Father Frank M. Papa, C.R.S.P. 1977 ~
Father Ubaldo M. Fior, C.R.S.P. 1977 -

The Bishop asked the Barnabite Fathers,
originally an Italian Order who operate the
Shrine of Our Lady of Fatima in Youngs-—
town, N.Y., to administer the parish.
Father Papa and Father Fior, who had
spent years in the missions in Chile and
Argentina were named as pastor and as—
sociate pastor. Since their arrival great
changes and improvements in the liturgy,
and the social and spiritual life of the par-
ish have taken place. The parish now has
about 1000 families and an extra Sunday
mass is celebrated in St. James' School.
A parish council was established in 1979
and plans for a new rectory and club rooms
attached tothe church are now under con-
sideration.

Inthirty years the parish has experienced
phenomenal growth. Situated as it is in a
growing areathe future looks bright. With
the leadership we have witnessed in the
past and hopefully with the same enthus-—

iasm and dedication in the years to come
we will see the people in our parish com-
munity grow in the blessings of God in the
years ahead.

Certainly the roots for such development
have been planted deep in the clay of our
parish by those who have toiled so well
during the past three decades.
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